The concerts begin at 8.00 p.m. at Chandos House, gentlemen wear black ties and there is a reception with wine after each concert, included in the price of the ticket. Tickets at £2.50 each and further information may be obtained from the Assistant Executive Director at 1 Wimpole Street, London Wl M 8AE.
The Music Club has received a promise of generous financial support. The donor has agreed to contribute a sum equivalent to the artists' fees for the concert on 17 January. If 150 seats are sold for this concert, he is prepared to repeat the arrangement for the concert in March, and likewise for the concert in May, if 150 tickets are sold for the March concert. This presents a wonderful chance for the Music Club to flourish financially. At the same time it provides an opportunity for assessing the enthusiasm there is for it. If the Music Club cannot prosper in these circumstances, it is unlikely that Council will think it should continue. It is hoped that members will do all that they can to support the Music Club, either by bringing large parties to the concerts or encouraging other members to purchase tickets.
Book Reviews
Essentials of Respiratory Disease by R B Cole MA MD MRCP pp x+278 £2.75 London: Pitman Medical 1971 This short account of respiratory disorders has been written mainly for the medical student. It is just the right size and is sufficiently detailed without being overburdened with the long accounts of rare conditions which are apt to appear in the thoracic sections of standard medical textbooks. Dr Cole has a very good knowledge of respiratory physiology which he has summarized very clearly in the middle section of his book; only the expert can recognize the most important parts of this subject and describe them as clearly and concisely as he has done. This section is mentioned first because the book's main emphasis is upon bedside recognition of the functional effects of pulmonary disease. The preceding section deals adequately with history taking and clinical examination of the patient.
There is little to criticize so far; the same is not true in the third section, which deals with pul-monary diseases. Dr Cole has tried to present these in a logical order based upon effects on function, or upon etiology or pathology. The trouble is that he has not been consistent enough and has not had the courage to abandon such terms as 'chronic obstructive lung disease', and 'atypical pneumonia'. This is not the place to expatiate upon medical terminology but it is worth while to emphasize that these particular pieces of medical jargon have led to an enormous amount of confusion in the literature of chest disease, and are entirely unnecessary. Airways obstruction is not itself a diseaseit can be caused by many diseases of the lung which can be specified etiologically or pathologically; and what is 'typical pneumonia'? Professor J G Scadding has written and spoken eloquently and cogently on this topic and it is high time that his views were more widely recognized and accepted. Dr Cole's failure in this respect is important, because he sets out to teach the young. Apart from this, his accounts of the diseases are succinct and well informed. F J PRIME
